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Malasadas (Portugese fried doughnuts) from Leonard’s

Best Fusion
The Pig & the Lady One 
of the hottest new places 
on the island. (p37 )

Uncle Bo’s Pupu Bar & 
Grill Fusion pupu crafted 
with flair. (%808-735-8311; 
www.unclebosrestaurant.
com; 559 Kapahulu Ave, 
Waikiki; h5pm-1am)

Best Sweets
Leonard’s Serving 
legendary malasadas 
since the 1950s. (%808-
737-5591; www.leonards
hawaii.com; 933 Kapahulu 
Ave, Waikiki; h5:30am-
10pm Sun-Thu, 5:30am-
11pm Fri & Sat)

Bubbies Nothing 
beats mochi ice-cream. 
(p111 )

 Forget about pineapple upside-down cake and 
tiki-bar cocktails. ‘Dis is seriously broke da mout!’ 
That’s the ultimate compliment you’ll hear if 
you hang around locals long enough. It means 
something is so delicious it breaks the mouth. 
And that’s no exaggeration. People go crazy over 
food. So, be brave and eat everything in sight. It’s 
all ono grinds (good eats).

Informal Dining
 Informal dining is Hawaii’s forte. For  local food and 
rock-bottom prices, swing by retro drive-ins and 
diners with Formica tables, open from morning till 
night. Portion sizes can be gigantic, so feel free to 
split a meal or take home leftovers, like locals do. The 
casual Hawaii dress code means T-shirts and flip-
flops are ubiquitous, except at Honolulu’s most up-
scale restaurants and Waikiki’s luxury resort hotels.

Open from pau hana (happy hour) until late, 
most bars serve tasty pupu (appetizers or small 
shared plates) like poke, shrimp tempura or eda-
mame (boiled soybeans in the pod).

Gourmet Cuisine
 For gourmet cuisine by Hawaii’s star chefs, explore 
Honolulu. Hawaii’s cutting-edge foodie trends all 
start in the capital city.  Hawaii Regional Cuisine 
(HRC) is hallmarked by Asian and Pacific Rim fusion 
tastes, yet remains upscale, usually found in beach-
resort restaurants and celebrity chef’s kitchens.

Self-catering
 For groceries, head to farmers markets and locally 
owned supermarkets. In Hawaii, most groceries are 
imported. The everyday  price of food averages 30% 
more than on the US mainland, so you may not save 
much money by cooking your own meals.

 Best Local Food
Kaka ako Kitchen 
Healthy minded plate 
lunches. (p49 )

Rainbow Drive-In 
The best in local plate-
lunches and dinners. 
(p73 )

Sweet Home 
Waimanalo Farm good-
ness from a family 
kitchen. (p120 )

Best Gourmet 
Cuisine
Alan Wong’s Creative 
interpretations of Hawai-
ian Regional Cuisine. 
(p53 )

Cafe Julia Elegant 
cuisine in an open-air 
setting. (p38)

Eating
Best

 Worth a 
Trip

 Walking through 
the door is like 
stepping into an-
other era at 
Helena’s Hawaiian 
Food (%808-845-
8044; http://helenas
hawaiianfood.com; 1240 
N School St; h10am-
7:30pm Tue-Fri). Even  
though long-time 
owner Helena Chock 
has passed away, 
her relatives still 
command the fam-
ily kitchen, which 
opened in 1946. 
Most people order 
à la carte and 
Helena’s is good!
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 Best Eating  133132  Best Eating

Don’t Miss
Lyon Arboretum
 Beautifully unkempt walking trails wind through 
this highly regarded 200-acre arboretum 
managed by  the University of Hawai i. It was 
originally founded in 1918 by a group of sugar 
planters who grew native and exotic flora species 
to restore Honolulu’s watershed and test their 
economic benefit. This is not your typical overly 
manicured tropical flower garden, but a mature 
and largely wooded arboretum, where related 
species cluster in a semi-natural state.

 Manoa Falls Trail
 Honolulu’s most rewarding short hike, this 1.6-
mile round-trip  trail runs above a rocky 
streambed before ending at a pretty little cas-
cade. Tall tree trunks line the often muddy and 
slippery path. Wild orchids and red ginger grow 
near the falls, which drop about 100ft into a 
small, shallow pool. It’s illegal to venture beyond 
the established viewing area.

 Nu‘uanu Valley Lookout
 For a longer, tougher hike, just  before Manoa 
Falls, the marked Aihualama Trail heads up to 
the left, offering broad views of Manoa Valley. 
It eventually intersects with the Pauoa Flats 
Trail, which ascends to the spectacular Nu uanu 
Valley Lookout. High atop the  Ko olau Range, 
it’s possible to peer through a gap over to the 
Windward Coast. The total round-trip distance 
to the lookout from the Manoa Falls trailhead is 
approximately 5.5 miles.

 %info 808-988-0456, tour 
reservations 808-988-0461

www.hawaii.edu/
lyonarboretum

3860 Manoa Rd

donation $5, guided tour $10

h8am-4pm Mon-Fri, 9am-
3pm Sat, tours usually 10am 
Mon-Fri pc

y�Top Tips
  Even if you are sitting in 

sunshine in Waikiki, look 
inland before you head up 
the Manoa Valley – it may 
be pouring with rain inland.

 If you’ve got a car, 
pick up a picnic lunch at 
Andy’s Sandwiches on 
your way up the valley.

 It can get hot and mos-
quitoes can be a nuisance. 
Come prepared with 
insect repellant, a hat, 
sunscreen and liquids.

5�Take a Break
  Andy’s Sandwiches 
(%808-988-6161; www.
andyssandwiches.com; 2904 
E Manoa Rd; items $4-12; 
h7am-5pm Mon-Thu, to 
4pm Fri, to 2.30pm Sun) 
makes up great  salads 
and sandwiches, while 
the  Wai‘oli Tea Room 
(%808-988-5800; www.
thewaiolitearoom.com; 2950 
Manoa Rd; h8am-2pm) 
has tasty lunch options.

 O‘ahu has lots more to o  er that just sand, sun and 
sea. Take a look inland from Honolulu and Waikiki 
and you’ll see the lush, windy Ko olau range of 
mountains, often enshrouded  in rain or mist, always 
covered in green tropical vegetation, and criss-
crossed by a myriad of hiking trails. If you head up 
past the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa (UH) to the 
end of the road, you’ll  nd a couple of attractions 
that will be a pleasant surprise.

Top Sights
 Lyon Arboretum
& Upper Manoa Valley
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 Getting There 

J From Ala Moana 
Center or UH, catch 
bus 5 to the last stop. 
Walk from there.

K Drive up University 
Ave past UH, 
then right on East 
Manoa Rd.

Lyon Arboretum

Lyon Arboretum & Upper Manoa ValleyWorth a Trip 6362

State Capitol (p30)
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4 Hawai i State 
Art Museum
 With its vibrant,  
thought-provoking col-
lections, the  Hawai i 
State Art Museum 
(p30 ) brings together 
traditional and con-
temporary art from 
Hawaii’s multiethnic 
communities in a grand 
1928 Spanish Mission 
Revival–style building.

5 Ali iolani Hale
 You’ll know you’re at 
the right place by the 
impressive  Kame-
hameha the Great 
Statue (p31 ) out front. 

The Ali iolani Hale 
(p30 ), the ‘House of 
Heavenly Kings’  was 
built in 1874 and today 
houses the Supreme 
Court of Hawai‘i. Take  a 
look at the informative 
King Kamehameha 
V Judiciary History 
Center.

6 Kawaiaha o 
Church
 Nicknamed ‘West-
minster Abbey of the 
Pacific,’ Kawaiaha o 
Church (p31 ) was  built 
in 1842 in New England 
Gothic–style of 14,000 
coral slabs. Don’t miss 
the tomb of King 

Lunalilo out front, or 
the small cemetery to 
the rear of the church, 
which is almost like 
a who’s who of local 
colonial history.

7 Mission Houses 
Museum
 The Mission Houses 
Museum (p32 ) oc-
cupies the original 
headquarters  of the 
Sandwich Islands 
mission, which forever 
changed the course of 
Hawaiian history. You’ll 
need to take a guided 
tour to peek inside any 
of the buildings.

2�The Walk
 Honolulu’s Historical District is so compact that it’s 
easy to take your time and still   inspect all the major 
sites in a day. There’s a lot of intriguing history 
and art packed into a small area  that is right  next 
to Downtown’s tall buildings and only a 10-minute 
walk away from Chinatown. Enjoy this walk at your 
leisure – it could take anything from one hour to an 
entire day.

Start Iolani Palace

Finish Mission Houses Museum

Length 1.5 miles; 2 hours

5�Take a Break
 Drop into the downstairs cafe at the Hawai i State 
Art Museum or head down Richards  Ave to  Cafe 
Julia (p38).

1 Iolani Palace
 Start your walk at the 
impressive Iolani 
Palace (p24 ). The 
palace  was built under 
King David Kalakaua in 
1882, and the grounds 
are open during 
daylight hours and are 
free of charge. Head 
mauka (towards the 
mountains) to find the 
 Queen Lili‘uokalani 
Statue (p25 ).

2 State Capitol
 Built in the ’60s, 
Hawaii’s State Capitol 
(p30 ) takes  conceptual 
postmodernism to a 
new level. If you want 
to take a self-guided 
tour, head to Room 415 
and grab a brochure. 
Out front on Beretania 
St, check out the styl-
ized Father Damien 
Statue (p30 ).

3 Washington 
Place
 Over the road, Wash-
ington Place (p32 ) was 
formerly  the governor’s 
official residence. This 
colonial-style man-
sion was built in 1846. 
Admire it from the 
street before crossing 
Richards St.
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Historical 
Honolulu

Best Walks

 Historical Honolulu  127126

 Overnight parking fees 
may make a long-term 
rental car unattractive. 

Useful Websites

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com) 
Author-recommendation 
reviews and online 
 booking.

Vacation Rental by 
Owner (www.vrbo.com) 
Rent direct from owners.

A  ordable Paradise 
(www.a  ordable-
paradise.com) Private ac-
commodations in Hawaii.

HomeAway (www.
homeaway.com) Vacation 
rentals.

Captain Cook Resorts 
(www.captaincook
resorts.com) Good vaca-
tion options in Waikiki.

Hawaii’s Best Bed 
& Breakfast (www.
bestbnb.com) Bed & 
Breakfasts, private inns 
and vacation rentals.

Best Budget

 Hostelling International 
(HI) Waikiki (www.
hostelsaloha.com) Tidy 
hostel just a few blocks 
from the beach.

Hostelling International 
(HI) Honolulu (www.

hostelsaloha.com) Sim-
ple hostel up near UH.

Central Branch YMCA 
(www.ymcahonolulu.org) 
Basic rooms for unfussy 
budget travelers at the Y.

Waikiki Beachside Hos-
tel (www.waikikibeach
sidehostel.com) A good 
option at the Kapi olani 
Park end of Waikiki.

Royal Grove Hotel 
(www.royalgrovehotel.
com) Candy-pink hotel 
with lots of returnees.

Waikiki Prince (www.
waikikiprince.com) 
Cheery compact rooms 
at a good price.

Best Midrange

 Aston at the Waikiki 
Banyan (www.aston
waikikibanyan.com) A 
good family option a block 
back from the beach.

Aqua Bamboo (www.
aquabamboo.com) 
Refreshed boutique hotel 
on Kuhio Ave.

Aqua Aloha Surf Waikiki 
(www.alohasurfhotel
waikiki.com) Bargain 
hotel back next to Ala Wai 
Canal.

Castle Waikiki Grand 
(www.WaikikiGrand
Condos.com) Small 

gay-friendly condo hotel 
opposite the zoo.

Waikiki Parc (www.
waikikiparc.com) Hip 
hotel in the center of the 
action.

Hotel Renew (www.
hotelrenew.com) Design-
savvy, eco-friendly 
hotel half-block from the 
beach.

Best Top End

 Royal Hawaiian (www.
royal-hawaiian.com) 
The ‘Pink Palace’ was 
Waikiki’s original luxury 
hotel.

Moana Surfrider (www.
moana-surfrider.com) 
Waikiki’s most historic 
hotel, opened in 1901.

Halekulani (www.
halekulani.com) Modern 
sophistication at this 
beachfront hotel.

Sheraton Waikiki (www.
sheraton-waikiki.com) 
High-rise waterfront 
hotel; great for families.

Lotus Honolulu (www.
lotushonoluluhotel.com) 
Hip boutique hotel at 
Sans Souci beach.

Modern Honolulu (www.
themodernhonolulu.com) 
Ocean-view rooms near 
Ala Wai Yacht Harbor.

Book Your Stay
 y Top Tip Remember that 
14% in taxes will be added 
to lodging rates that you 
see; many hotels and re-
sorts add an ‘amenity fee’ 
per day that you are there. 
Check what is included 
when booking.

  Most of  Honolulu’s 
accommodations are in 
Waikiki.

 Advance bookings are 
highly recommended 
in high and shoulder 
seasons.

 You will pay more if you 
are beachfront; smaller 
hotels inland from the 
beach may be less than 
half the price.

 The terms ‘ocean view’ 
and ‘partial ocean view’, 
are used liberally – you 
may need a periscope to 
spot the waves. ‘City,’ ‘gar-
den’ or ‘mountain’ views 
may be euphemisms for 
overlooking the parking 
lot. Try to check what 
you’re getting.

  High Season (mid-
Dec–mid-Apr) High 
occupancy and prices; 
book rooms and   acti-
vities far ahead; rainiest 
and coolest time of the 
year.

 Low Season (mid-
Apr–May) Weather still 
temperate; airfares and 
lodging rates drop; fewer 
crowds.

 Shoulder Season 
(Jun–Aug) Dry, hot 
weather; visitor spike 
due to school summer 
vacation on mainland; 
prices up.

 Low Season (Sep–
mid-Dec) Great weather; 
crowds and prices 
at their lowest; good 
airfares.

Before You Go

When to Go

 Survival 
Guide
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Hanauma
Bay

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

Bishop Museum
Upper Manoa Valley
Pearl Harbor

Hawaiʻi Kai & 
Southeast Oʻahu 
(p000)
Snorkeling at its best at 
Hanauma Bay, plus 
watersports, hiking and 
sightseeing hotspots 
galore.

Top SightsE
Top Sight #1

Kailua & Kaneʻohe  
(p000)
Kailua is a great base
to relax and explore
the turquoise bays, 
white-sand beaches and 
lush vegetation of the 
quieter side of the island.
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Kuhio
Beach

Honolulu
Museum
of Art

Shangri La

ʻIolani
Palace

Diamond
Head

Downtown 
Honolulu & 
Chinatown (p000)
Explore Hawaii’s 
boisterous capital – the 
historic district, the 
high-rises of Downtown 
and the old and the 
modern in Chinatown.

Top SightsE
ʻIolani Palace

Ala Moana & 
Around (p000)
Enjoy sand and sea at 
Ala Moana Beach Park 
before visiting the 
world’s largest open-air 
shopping center

Top SightsE
Honolulu Museum of Art

Waikiki (p000)
Hit the water, laze in the 
sun, try your hand at 
surfing and then sip 
cocktails as the sun sets.

Top SightsE
Kuhio Beach

Diamond Head & 
Kahala (p000)
Climb incomparable 
Diamond Head, visit 
Doris Duke’s former 
mansion, Shangri La, 
and cruise the wealthy 
suburb of Kahala.

Top SightsE
Diamond Head
Shangri La

 Honolulu 
Neighborhoods

Neighborhoods  1918

2 Hawaii Theatre
 Just up Bethel St and beautifully 
restored, the  Hawaii Theatre (%808-
528-0506; www.hawaiitheatre.com; 1130 
Bethel St) is the grande   dame of O ahu’s 
theater scene, a major venue for 
dance, music and theater. Nicknamed 
the ‘Pride of the Pacific’, it hosts top 
Hawaii musicians, contemporary 
plays, international touring acts and 
film festivals.

3 Nu‘uanu Ave
 Sailors used to hang out and drink 
along Nu‘uanu. The avenue’s granite-
block sidewalks are themselves relics, 
the discarded ballast of 19th-century 
trading ships. At the corner of King St, 
peek into the  First Hawaiian Bank 
with its antique wooden teller cages 
that had a cameo in the TV show Lost.

4 Hawai‘i Heritage Center
 The community-run  Hawai‘i Herit-
age Center is a friendly gallery that 
displays historical and cultural exhibi-
tions about O ahu’s Chinese, Japanese 
and other ethnic communities – 
including the Scots! Turn left onto 
seedy Hotel St, historically Honolulu’s 
red-light district and now a row of 
trendy lounges, nightclubs, eateries 
and coffeehouses.

5 Wo Fat Building
 At the corner of Maunakea St, opposite 
the Chinatown Police Station, the 
ornate facade of the  Wo Fat Build-

ing resembles a Chinese temple. The 
building – and, incidentally, also the 
villain of the Hawaii Five-0 TV series – 
is named after Honolulu’s oldest 
restaurant, which opened here in 1882 
(it’s now closed).

6 Chinatown Markets
 On King St, continue past the red 
pillars coiled with dragons outside 
the  Bank of Hawaii to the corner of 
Kekaulike St and venture inside the 
buzzing   O‘ahu Market. In the pedes-
trian mall opposite is the newer, but 
equally vibrant,   Kekaulike Market, 
while the   Maunakea Marketplace, 
off Hotel St, has an intriguing and 
popular food court.

7 Lei Shops & Herbalists
 Back on Maunakea and heading 
northeast, you’ll pass lei shops where 
skilled artisans string and braid blos-
som after blossom, filling the air with 
the scent of pikake. Keep your eye 
open for herbalists and acupunctur-
ists. Cross S Beretania St, then head 
left down to the riverside.

8 Chinatown Cultural Plaza
 A statue of Dr Sun Yat-sen stands 
guard over the senior citizens playing 
checkers and cards at stone tables 
outdoors at the River St pedestrian 
mall. End your stroll by taking a break 
at one of the countless Chinese res-
taurants in the sprawling multistory 
 Chinatown Cultural Plaza.

 Though most successful Chinese 
entrepreneurs have long since 
moved out, making  room for newer 
waves of mainly Southeast Asian 
immigrants, the scent of burning 
incense still wafts through China-
town’s buzzing markets, fire-
breathing dragons spiral up the 
columns of buildings and steaming 
dim sum awakens even the sleepi-
est of appetites. Take a few hours 
to enjoy a wander through Hono-
lulu’s historic Chinatown.

 Local Life
Historic Chinatown Walk

1 The Stone Lions
 Start at the stone lions flanking Hotel 
St at  Dr Sun Yat-sen Memorial 
Park. Sun Yat-sen lived in Hawaii 
from 1879, was educated at ‘Iolani 
School and O‘ahu College (later to 
become Punahou School), and became 
President of the   Republic of China 
in 1912. Check out the park’s statue 
of the flying turtle (honu) over the 
pond.
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p146)

Currency
 US dollar ($)

Language
 English,  Hawaiian

Visas
 Generally not required for stays of 90 days 
or less for citizens of Visa Waiver Program 

(VWP) countries with ESTA approval.

Money
 ATMs widely available. Credit   cards widely 
accepted; often required for reservations.

Cell Phones
 International travelers need a multiband 

GSM phone; SIM cards are widely available. 
US carrier Verizon has the best network.

Time
 Hawaii-Aleutian Standard  Time (GMT/UTC 

minus 10 hours); no daylight saving.

Plugs & Adaptors
 Plugs are the same as on the US mainland, 

for the most  part using 
two  at pins; current is 120V.

Tipping
 Tipping practices are the same as on the US 

mainland – 15% to 20% at 
restaurants and bars.

Arriving in Honolulu
 Honolulu International Airport (HNL; 
http://hawaii.gov/hnl) The  vast majority of 
flights into Hawaii land here, about 6 miles 
northwest of downtown Honolulu and 9 miles 
northwest of Waikiki. O ahu’s only  commer-
cial airport, it’s a hub for domestic, inter-
national and inter-island flights.

A From Honolulu International 
Airport
 Airport shuttle one-way/round-trip $15/30 
to Waikiki; operates 24 hours (every 20 to 60 
minutes).

Taxi Metered, $35 to $45 to Waikiki, 20 to 45 
minutes depending on traffic.

Car Via Hwy 92 (Nimitz Fwy/Ala Moana Blvd) 
or H-1 (Lunalilo) Fwy to Waikiki.

Bus Routes 19 and 20 to Waikiki (one carry-
on bag only per person) $2.50, every 20 to 
60 minutes from 6am to 11pm daily.

A At the Airport
 The airport is a modern facility with all the 
usual amenities such as currency exchange 
booths, duty-free shops and fast-food eater-
ies, as well as flower-lei stands. You’ll find 
visitor information desks, car-rental coun-
ters and courtesy phones in the baggage 
claim area.

Getting Around
 O ahu and Honolulu’s only public transporta-
tion is TheBus, an extensive network that is 
convenient and easy to use, but you can’t set 
your watch by it. A rental car is a good option 
unless you are planning to just stay in Waikiki.

J Bus
 TheBus (www.thebus.org) is a good way to 
get around if you have time on your side; 
schedules are frequent, service is reliable and 
fares are inexpensive.

K Car
 Most visitors on O ahu rent their own 
vehicles; this is without doubt the easiest 
way to get around. Parking charges are high 
in Waikiki; it may pay to hire a car by the day 
from a Waikiki rental outlet rather than hiring 
a car from the airport for your entire stay.

H Bicycle
 Cycling around O ahu is a great, nonpolluting 
way to travel, but realistically, as a primary 
mode of transportation, cycling can be 
challenge.

Moped & Motorcycle
 Surprisingly, a moped or motorcycle can be 
more expensive to rent than a car. Both are 
rented in Waikiki, but you’ll have to contend 
with heavy urban traffic.

K Taxi
 Taxis are metered and readily available at the 
airport, resort hotels and shopping malls, but 
otherwise you’ll probably need to call for one.

Your Daily Budget
 Budget less than $150 

  Waikiki   hostel: $25–$35

  Walk to the beach

  Buses and a taxi or two to get around

  Mostly self-catering and plate lunches

Midrange $150–$350 
  Waikiki budget hotel or Kailua vacation 

rental: $90–$160

  Car rental for a couple of days

  Activities like surfing or stand-up paddling

  Restaurant meals as well as food-truck fare

Top End over $350 
  Full-service resort room

  Top chef-made meals

  Whale-watching tours, activity rentals, spa 
services

Useful Websites
   Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com) 

Destination information, hotel bookings, 
traveler forum  and more.

  Hawaii Visitors and Convention Bureau 
(www.gohawaii.com) Official tourism site; 
comprehensive events calendar.

  Honolulu Star-Advertiser (www.
staradvertiser.com) Hawaii’s biggest daily 
newspaper.

Advance Planning
   Two weeks before Reserve in-demand 

activities such as Valor in the Pacific 
National Monument, Iolani Palace and 
Doris Duke’s Shangri La.

  One week before Make reservations for 
any top restaurants, especially in Waikiki 
and Honolulu.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Parking valets At least 
$2 when your keys are 
returned.

Restaurant servers 15% 
to 20%, unless a service 
charge is already on the 
bill.

Taxi drivers 15% of the 
metered fare, rounded up 
to the next dollar.

Public Holidays
 On the following   holidays, 
banks, schools and 
government offices 
(including post offices) 
close, and transportation 
and museums operate on 
a Sunday schedule. Holi-
days falling on a weekend 
are usually observed the 
following Monday.

New Year’s Day January 1

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day Third Monday in 
January

Presidents’ Day Third 
Monday in February

Easter March or April

Prince Kuhio Day 
March 26

Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

King Kamehameha Day 
June 11

Independence Day 
July 4

Statehood Day Third 
Friday in August

Labor Day First Monday 
in September

Columbus Day Second 
Monday in October

Veterans Day Novem-
ber 11

Thanksgiving Fourth 
Thursday in November

Christmas Day Decem-
ber 25

Safe Travel
 In general, Hawaii    is a 
safe place to visit. The 
Visitor Aloha Society 
of Hawaii (VASH; www.
visitoralohasocietyof
hawaii.org) provides non-
monetary emergency aid 
to short-stay visitors who 
become the victims of 
accidents or crimes.
 y Top Tip Try not to leave 
anything of value in your 
car anytime you walk away 
from it. If you must, pack 
things well out of sight 
before pulling up to park.

Theft & Violence

  O ahu is notorious for 
thefts from parked cars, 
both locals’ and tourist 
rentals. 

 Stay attuned to the vibe 
on any beaches at night, 
even in Waikiki.

Tsunami

  The tsunami warning 
system is tested on the 

 rst working day of every 
month at 11:45am for less 
than one minute. If you 
hear a tsunami warning 
siren at any other time, 
head for higher ground 
immediately.

Telephone

Mobile Phones

  Among US    providers, 
Verizon has the most 
extensive network.

 International travelers 
need a multiband GSM 
phone in order to make 
calls in the USA. 

 With an unlocked 
multiband phone, using 
a US prepaid recharge-
able SIM card is usually 
cheaper than using your 
own network.

 SIM cards are available 
at any major telecommu-
nications or electronics 
store. 

Dialing Codes

  All   Hawaii phone num-
bers consist of a three-
digit area code (808) 
followed by a seven-digit 
local number.

 To call long-distance 
from one Hawaiian island 
to another, dial %1-808 + 
local number.

Essential 
Information

Business Hours
 y Top Tip Some shops in 
Waikiki will be open much 
later than those in other 
areas.

 Nonstandard        hours are 
listed in reviews; standard 
business hours are as 
follows:

Banks 8:30am to 4pm 
Monday to Friday, some 
to 6pm Friday and 9am to 
noon or 1pm Saturday

Bars & clubs To midnight 
daily, some to 2am 
Thu-Sat

Businesses 8:30am-
4:30pm Mon-Fri; some 
post o   ces 9am-noon 
Sat

Restaurants Breakfast 
6-10am, lunch 11:30am-
2pm, dinner 5-9:30pm

Shops 9am-5pm Mon-
Sat, some also noon-5pm 
Sun; major shopping 
centers keep extended 
hours

Electricity Emergencies
 Police %911

Fire %911

Ambulance %911

Money
  The unit      of currency is 

the US dollar ($) which is 
divided into 100 cents (¢).

 Major banks, such 
as the Bank of Hawaii 
(www.boh.com) and First 
Hawaiian Bank (www.
fhb.com), have extensive 
ATM networks through-
out O ahu.

 Hawaii has a 4.17% 
state sales tax.

Tipping
 For those from countries 
where tipping is not 
the norm, tipping is not 
optional in Hawaii; only 
withhold tips in cases of 
outrageously bad service. 
In Hawaii, tipping prac-
tices are the same as on 
the US mainland, roughly:

Airport and hotel 
porters $2 per bag, mini-
mum of $5 per cart.

Bartenders 15% to 20% 
per round, minimum of $1 
per drink.

Hotel maids $2 to $4 per 
night, left under the card 
provided; more if you’re 
messy.

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

   151150  Survival Guide

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

The Best 
of  Honolulu 
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
 Honolulu 
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

 Honolulu ’ Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Lonely Planet’s 
 Honolulu 
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighborhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real  Honolulu .

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each neighborhood:
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
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upholstered bar during W
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Waikiki Beach (p76)
DHOXAX / SHUTTERSTOCK ©

Welcome to 
Honolulu

 Landing at Honolulu’s airport may plunge you into the 
Hawaiian-style urban jungle, but relax, it’s still Polynesia. 
Even among downtown high-rises, you’ll find capital city 
power brokers in breezy aloha shirts. By day, inspect royal 
feathered capes or hang out at the beach, then swizzle 
mai tais while slack key guitars play at Waikiki Beach 
after dark.

QuickStart 
Guide 

Honolulu Top Sights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Honolulu Local Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Honolulu Day Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Need to Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Honolulu Neighbourhoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
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Kuhio Beach (p70)
 Kuhio Beach in Waikiki has everything   on offer from  protected swimming 
to surfing lessons, outrigger-canoe rides to catamaran trips, and even a free 
sunset-hula and Hawaiian music show.
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‘Iolani Palace (p24)
 ‘Iolani Palace, the  USA’s only royal palace, has been lovingly and painstakingly 
renovated. No other place evokes a more poignant sense of Hawaii’s history.

Hanauma Bay 
(p106)
 This wide,  curved bay of 
sapphire and turquoise 
waters protected by a 
coral reef is a gem, espe-
cially for snorkelers. Head 
here to eyeball techni-
color tropical fish through 
your mask.
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Pearl Harbor 
(p64)
 One of the  USA’s most 
significant WWII sites, 
the WWII Valor in the 
Pacific National Monu-
ment at Pearl Harbor 
narrates the history of 
the attack and 
commemorates fallen 
service members.

Diamond Head 
(p96)
 A dramatic backdrop for 
Waikiki Beach,  Diamond 
Head is one of the best-
known landmarks in 
Hawaii. It was named in 
1825 when British sailors 
thought they’d found 
diamonds and struck 
it rich.

Honolulu Museum 
of Art (p46)
 The three  campuses of 
this exceptional fine arts 
museum may be the most 
pleasant surprise of your 
trip to Hawaii. Inviting 
and airy with stunning 
exhibitions and 
collections.
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Bishop Museum 
(p60)
 One of the  finest Poly-
nesian anthropological 
museums in the world, 
Bishop Museum is con-
sidered to be Honolulu’s 
version of the Smith-
sonian Institute. An 
attraction for the whole 
family.

Shangri La (p98)
 Celebrity Doris Duke’s 
passion for  both Hawaii 
and Islamic art is encap-
sulated at Shangri La, 
her seasonal residence 
on Black Point, in the 
shadow of Diamond 
Head.

Lyon Arboretum & 
Upper Manoa Valley 
(p62)
 Oʻahu is not all surf and 
sand. Inland are lush, 
verdant  mountains and 
valleys, hiking trails and 
botanical gardens. Make 
the most of the green 
and explore the Upper 
Manoa Valley.
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Insider tips to help you fi nd the real cityInsider tips to help you fi nd the real city
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Historic Chinatown 
Walk (p26)

   Multiethnic hotspots
  Honolulu history

Though most Chinese 
entrepreneurs have long 
since moved  out and 
been replaced by newer 
immigrants, the scent 
of burning  incense still 
wafts through China-
town’s buzzing markets, 
fire-breathing dragons 
spiral up the columns of 
buildings and steaming 
dim sum awakens even 
the sleepiest of appetites.

Hang Out in Ala 
Moana (p48)

   Beach options
  Shopping spots

Locals know that  Ala 
Moana offers more than 
just a shopping center. 

Ward Center and Ward 
Warehouse offer excellent 
eating and browsing 
options, while   the beach 
park and Magic Island 
are stunners that many 
staying in Waikiki don’t 
even realize are there.

Stroll Like a UH 
Student (p58)

   Student days
  Drinking options

The main campus of the 
 University of Hawai‘i is 
breezy, tree-shaded and 
crowded with students 
from the mainland, Ha-
waii itself and countries 
all around the world. 
The UH campus and 
surrounding areas feel 
youthful, with a collec-
tion of cafes, eclectic 
restaurants and one-of-a-
kind shops.

A Wander Through 
Waikiki (p72)

   Relaxed Waikiki
  Beaches and parks

Waikiki may  be full of 
tourists, but don’t forget 
that the locals live here 
too. From the southern 
end of Kuhio Beach Park, 
avenues radiate off in 
different directions to 
local spots like Kaimana 
Beach, Waikiki School 
(lucky kids!) and Waikiki-
Kapahulu Library.

 After checking off  Honolulu’s top sights, here’s how you can experience what makes 
the city tick – hip local hangouts, neighborhood favorites, family hotspots and quirky 
shops that make up multiethnic Honolulu.

 Honolulu 
Local Life
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Volleyball players, Ala Moana Beach Park (p49) 

Kalapawai Market (p122)
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 Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Gyotaku by Naoki 
(p118)

Fresh Cafe Downtown 
(p34)

Kalapawai Market 
(p122)

Tin Can Mailman (p42)

Waikiki Community 
Center (p79)

Waiola Shave Ice (p86)

People’s Open Market 
(p85)

KCC Farmers Market 
(p102)

Tamura’s Poke 
(p103)
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